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8 SIR, 


O U ſeem to wonder much that I 
am ſo vigorous a Zealot for the 
Preſent Government ; and obſerving 
many greater Men of contrary Senti- 
ments, you would willingly impute 
mine to Ambition, and Intereſt, and Expectations 
of Preferment. You have the leſs reaſon to be 

thus ſevere in your Cenſure of me, becauſe you 

know I am no new Convert to the Cauſe, but have 
always had the ſame Thoughts, And in vindica- 

tion of my Integrity, give me leave to ſay, That 

as I believe my Int-reſt to be but little, ſo I faith- 

fully aſſure you my Ambition and ExpeRations 
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4 ALETTER to 4 Clergy- man, 
are not great. But ſetting all ſuch Regards aſide, 


I own my Affections for the Government to be 


very Hearty; and my Zeal for the ſupport of it 


count of both. 


As to other Men, however many or great they 


are, you know that Truth is not alway to be de- 


termined by Numbers, nor the Merits of a Cauſe | 
by the Quality of Men. Not but that in this I 1 
am well ſupportedz by a long Train of Noble 
Peers and Honourable Patriots, beſides a Majority 
of the moſt Learned and Reverend Fathers of the 
Church, too knowing to be. impoſed on, and ſo 


ſincerely Good as never to deviate from the ſteadß 


Principles of their Duty and their Conſciences. 


But I am not influenced by Authorities alone; | 
the Reaſons of my Proceeding come from my ſelf; 


and the more you conſider them, I hope the better 
they will pleaſe you; for I think they are of ſuch 


Force, as upon an impartial Conſideration, are not 
to be withſtood. Gt 8 I os 
I. The firſt Reaſon is, I have no mind to be a 
Slave, nor to ſee my Children Vagabonds, and to 


beg their Bread, if I can poſſibly and innocently 


prevent it; rior would I willingly conſent that 


my dear Country ſhould be driven back again into 


Ignorance, Folly, Superſtition, Idolatry, and bar- 
barous Perſecutions, after we have been ſo long, 


ſo happily, and, I may ſay, ſo marvellouſly delive- 


red from em. And yer, Sir, I dare appeal to 
our own Conſcience, if you will ſpeak out plain- 
ly, whether we are not in the greateſt Danger of 
all theſe Evils, if the preſent Government be not 
i ſupported? 


; 
| 
ö 


de, 3 ſupported? Speak out plain, Sir, Is it poſſible for 
be a Proteſtant . Church and a Proteſtant Country to 


It 1 be long ſafe under a Popiſh Government? Tell 


me when it ever was ſo? Give me but any one 
good Reaſon, if you can, to think that it ever will 


2 Principles and Practice, that Cruelty and Perſecu- 
tion are as eſſential to Popery, as Malice and Ly ing 
are to the Devil. 15 IG: i 
Well, but you tell me the Pretender is now 
ity _ grown Wiſe by Experience; he ſees the Neceſſity of 


miſes faubfully to do it. And is this all? I could 
forgive unlearned Women and ignorant Children 
their being deceived by ſuch ſoft Inſinuations: But 
if you whoarea Clergy-man and a Scholar, who read 
Bcolks and converſe with Hiſtory, and know the 
bitter Spirit of Popery, if you ſhould ſuffer ſuch 
a a Delufion to paſs upon you, it would be unpar- 
ot donable. Does he make ſuch a ſacred Promiſe 
with a zealous and good Heart? You give up the 
Cauſe as to this: He ſees the neceſſity of it. So 
4 that it ſeems you muſt confeſs that it is an Engage- 


at Choice or Inclination. Give me leave to tell you 


4% 


gainſt his Inclination and his Conſcience. Con- 


ted, and that Hereticks ſhould be burnt alive; it 


In 
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2 beſo? No, you know very well, both from their 


. preſerving the Proteſtant Religion here, and he pro- 


ly ment proceeding from mere Policy, and not from 


ſcience tells him that Hereſy ought to be extirpa- 


is Intereft only conſtrains him to promiſe better 


| 
; 
| 


3 1 L E TTE R to 4 Clergy man, 9 
In plain Engliſh, this is a Promiſe made only to 


ſerve his turn, till he has got the Power into his 
own Hands. And what will he do with it then > 
Why, juſt as Builders do with their Scaffolds when 


their Work is finiſhed ʒ they take em down, and ; 
| fer em by till the next profitable Occaſion. What 


will become of the poor Proteſtant Religion, when 


Inclination, and Intereſt, and Power, and Con- 


ſcience are all combin d in one againſt it? If one 


Popiſh Prince ſhould not ruin us, yet a Succeflion 


of them muſt. What Security had the French 


Proteſtants in the Edict of Nants ? All was well 


by it, till the Affairs of France were ripe enough 


to break through it; and then Lewis revoked + 


what Henry had granted, and the poor Creatures 
ſuffered moſt miſerably for their Religion. And 


juſt ſo ſhould we, firſt or laſt, if we ſhou'd ſuffer 
ourſelves to be deluded by a Promiſe that has no 


Obligations, either in Intereſt or Conſcience. You 
know very well that it is an avow'd Declaration 
of one of their Councils, that ſuch Engagements 


are of no Force, and ought not to be kept with 
Hereticks. SHE ” 


Nor can the Pretender's Inclinations to protect 


us, be any better upon a Political, than they are 
on a Religious Account. That 9 King, 

whom he would call his Father, gain'd 
with this Nation for a while by his Promiſes; be- 
_ cauſe it was believed that Gratitude to thoſe ß 
the Church of England who had been againſt his 
Excluſion, might and would incline him to be king 


Credit 


to them ; eſpecially when he openly owned the 


Obligation at the fame time that he promiſed us 
1 | Protection. 


repreſenting our Duty to King GEORGE. 7 
Protection. I remember well, and ſo may you, 
with what Pleaſure and Satisfaction the Declara- 
tion was received and relied on. And yet we ſoon 
ſaw that there is no obliging Popiſh Princes to be 
true to their Engagements to Proteſtant Subjects 
any longer than it ſerves their turn, You know 
what Evils we ſuffered, what Dangers we were 
threatned with, and how narrowly we eſcaped ; 
and can we expe& milder or kinder Uſage from 
the Pretender, who, if he were to come among 
us, as I truſt in God he never will, comes with 
Sword in Hand ready for the Execution of his 
Wrath ; comes full fraight with hot Indignation 
and furious Reſentments; comes to take his Re- 
venge, not on our Perſons only who have oppoſed 
him, but on our Laws, our Religion, our Con- 
ſtitution, and our Principles, which have all help- 
ed to keep him out ſo many Years from a King- 
dom that he would fain call his own; and in 
which, if he 20uld have _ it, he would e're 
now have done great Things for the Catholick 

Cauſe, and have made a fine Figure in Europe, and 
have given another turn to the Affairs of it. The 
very Alliances that he muſt have entered into, 
and the Meaſures which they would have chalk'd 
out for him, muſt inevitably have been our Ruin; 
and fo little would his Vows of Protection ſignify 
to us, that when. his Confeſſor ſhould once have 
taught him that it was his Duty to break through 
em; he muſt needs do it with double Pleaſure 
and Delight, that he was gotten looſe from ſo 
 Gilagreeable a Reſtraint. | 


But 


hitherto lived in entire Peace and Safety, now take 
up Arms againſt our King? Can they hope for bet- 


that it was in ExpeQation of ſeeing Popery efta- 


| Security of the Proteſtant Religion, the Engliſh 


8 ALETTER fo # Clergy-nan, + 


'But what need Hay more? The Multitude of 
Papiſts engaged in the Rebellion, tell us plain 
enough what we are to look for, under the Pre- 
tender's Government. Why do they who have 


ter Days than what they have had already? No, 
not while the Proteſtant Eſtabliſkment continues. 


How then did they expect to find their Account 4 


in it? It is as plain as Light it ſelf can make it, 


bliſh'd in England, that they expoſed themſelves 
to ſo much Miſery and Danger. And were we not 
as blind as the Moles that live in continual Dar * . 
neſs, we could not be inſenſible of i. 
Sir, In other things we may blemiſh our Inte- 3 
grity ; but in nothing can we more infamoully 
betray our Weakneſs, than after ſuch long Ex- 
perience, to be inſenfible of ſuch apparent Dan- 
gere. And after ſo many flagrant Inſtances, it is 
downright Infatuation to be willing to hang the 


Liberties, our Eſtates and Fortunes in the World, 
and the Good of our Poſterity, all on the ſmall 
lender Thread of one fingle Promiſe, which every 
Child may ſee is much too weak to bear them. 
This is my firſt Reaſon, and Tg you, will allow b 
that there is Force in it. ul 
II. A Second Reaſon of my Zeal FR King T 

GEORGE and his Government, is, He is our Law- 

ful and Righiſul King by the Laws of the Land, 

and the Legal Eſtabliſhments of our Couitry ; not 
made fo by a factious Crew of Rebels in 1 _ of 
L Var 


NY 


repreſenting our Duty to King GEORGE. 9 
War and Confuſion, but by the joint and free Con- 
currence of the Prince and People, in all the due 
and regular Forms of Legiſlature, by ſeveral Par- 
liaments, in Two different Reigns, upon the ma- 
tureſt and moſt deliberate Councils, and with all 
the ſolemn and ſacred Sanctions that our Laws 
and the full Power of our Legiſlature cau give. 
And if there be any Powers in our Government 
2 facred, or any Conſtitutions of our Country that 
can bind the Conſcience, they are ſuch as theſe. 
Theſe I take to be the Higher Powers, to which our 
holy Religion binds us to be ſubjef, not only for 
= Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. The Powers 
that be are ordaind of God, a 800 Segnios, the 
Powers that exiſt, (i. e.) the Legal National Go- 
vernment in every Country, theſe are they that 

bind the Conſcience. And therefore, Sir, ſo little 
reaſon have you to wonder at me, that what there 
is ſacred in every particular Government, lies here, 
in their National Conſtitution; and what there is 
of Religious Obedience, and Obligations of Sub- 
miſſion to Government, in our Country that binds 
the Conſcience, is to the Laws, and to our Con- 
ſtitution, which have made King GEORGE our 
King, and know no other. And by theſe religious 

and ſtrong Obligations your Conſcience is in Rea- 
ſon and Duty bound as well as mine; and, to 
ſpeak modeſtly, I muſt think it your Misfortune 
if you do not ſee it. „„ 

This made the late Archbiſhop of York ſay, in 
a Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of Lords at 

Weſtminſter-4bbey, Fan. 30. 53%, That as to Obe- 

dence to Governors, both the OBJECTS and _ 
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and Conſtitution require our Submifſon. Now, if 


we are not bound either to Obedience or Submiſſion, 


but as the Laws direct, and the Cogſbitution requires, 


and as this is our Guide both ag to the ORJEcTs 


as well as the Inſtances of our Submiſſion; it fol- 


lows, as plainly as any Demonſtration in Mathe- 


maticks, that our Allegiance is in Conſcience due 
to King GEORGE, and to no other; becauſe the _ 
Laws know no other King but him, the Conftituti» 


on knows no other, our Oaths of Submiſſion know 
no other, as well as our Hope of laſting Preſerva- 
tion knows no other. Princes may, in large Com- 
pliments, be told of reigning by a Commiſſion from 


Heaven; and theſe are fine Embelliſhments to fill 


up Court Addreſſes; But where is the King that 
can produce his Charter, and ſhew its authentick 
Seals? It is the Law and Conſtitution that makes 


a King, and to ſuch we are to be obedient for Con- 
{cience fake. And in ſhort, what is Fact ion and 


Sedition, which ſo many of our Brethren have fo 
long and fo loudly exclaim'd againſt as heinous Sins 


and grievous Crimes, but only Oppoſition to the 


Legal Government and National Conſtitution ? 


I have been the plainer on this Head, becauſe 1 
am of Opinion that the want of a ſerious Regard 
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thereto has heen the great falſe Step which has led 
us on to all eur late ill Conduct, 5 ſcandalous 
7 Ern The Thoughts of ſome Men have 
been ſo filfd with a Concern for the Perſonal In- 
tereſt of one ſingle Man, as tho the Nation had 
been created for him alone; that in it they have 
loſt all Regard to the happy Conſtitution of their 
Country, and to the religious and conſciencious 
Obligations by which they are bound to that. And 
I had it 5 been for this fatal Miſtake, it is morally 
iümpoſſtble that the People, and eſpecially that many © 
] of theClergy of this Land. who have ſo long bcaft- 
I ed and ſo eminently gloried | in their untainted re- 
13 Allegiance to their Princes, could ever have 
carried themſelves with ſuch untoward Perverſe- 
_» neſs and baſe Ingratitude to ſo good a King; to a 
J King who fought not us, nor made any Attempts 
| 4 upon us, but to whom we our {elves made the firſt 
1 Application; and whom we invited and courted to 
come over for our Protection; and to whom, not 
King WILLIAM only, but alſo Queen ANNE, 
by the joint Concurrence of ſeveral Parliaments, 
I | has given all the Claim, Right and Title to the 
Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, that Laws and 
the moſt ſolemn legal Eſtabliſhments can give to 
him and his Royal Poſterity. I ſay again, our ill 
Carriage to ſuch a King proceeds from "the want of 
a due Regard to the Conſtitution, and to an unac- 
countable Fondneſs to the Perſonal [ntereſt of one 
ſingle Man above the Authority and Safety of the 
E whole Nation. 
F I perſuade thy ſelf that you, Sir, will. allow fo 
| much Force in this Confideration, as that it ſhould 
— unn 


2 Thr” 


0” OW oo Wk OS © OP 9 WS A TY 


3 . . 4 * 
. - 


* 
1 


12 A LETTER: to à Clergy man, 
univerſally take place, where- ever our Conſtituti- 
on is not contrary to the Laws of God, and of our 
holy Religion. This therefore is a a 
III. Third Reaſon of my hearty Zeal for the 
King and his Government, that I am not conſci- 

ous of any thing in it but what is righteous and 
reaſonable, and very agreeable to the Laws of God, 
and of our holy Religion. 3 
I am not ignorant that the King's Enemies and 
the Pretender's Friends have endeavour d to break 
the Force of this Argument, by ſetting up a Divine 
Right, an indefeaſible Right by Birth; and in Con- 
ſequence of that, the giving to Ceſar his Due, has 
been the alluring Cant in their ſeditious and trai- 
terous Pamphlets. This Inſinuation was crafty, in 
that nothing leſs than a Right unalienably Divine 
ought or can diſſolve the ſtrong Obligations that 
we are under to our National Conſtitution. But 
what Proofs are there, what Evidences can be pro- 
.duc'd of ſuch a Divine Indefeaſible Right as theſe. 
Men talk of? Is it natural to believe a Divine 
Right in any one Man to rule to the Ruin of a 
whole Nation? And ſuperior to the Divine Right 
of many Millions not to be undeſervedly deſtroy'd_ 
by him? Can a Man think ſo narrowly of God 
and Government, as to conceit that in the very. 
Inſtitution of it God conveys a Divine and Unal- 
terable Right deſtructive of the Good of Mankind, 
which was the very Reafon and End of Govern- 
ment? Would they have a gracious and good God 
repreſented as ſuch a cruel and tyrannical Being, 
as to be the Author of ſo dangerous an Evil, and 
the Inſtitutor of ſuch apparent 2 1 
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* repreſeming.our Duty to King GEORGE. 13 
Or is this agreeable to the Reaſon which St. Paul 
our alleges for a conſcientious Submiſſion? He is tbe 
Miniſter of God to thee for Good, Rom. 13. 1. I 
could from my Heart pity thoſe unhappy Men, 
i- who can ſo eaſily deſtroy themſelves by being righ- 
teous over- much, and upon ſuch miſtaken empty 
Principles, if they could periſh alone, and with- 
2 out endangering the Lives and-Liberties of other 
Men: But becauſe it is a Matter of vaſt Import- 
-* ance, and ſome Mens Affections and Inclinations 
have been taught to turn round upon it; give me 
leave to obſerve to you, That this pretended: Di- 
vine een Right of Inheritance is not capable 
i- + of being aſſerted upon any Principle in the World, 
that I know of; but this abſurd and extravagant 
one, viz. That every Man's next Heir in Blood, 
haas, by an abſolute and perpetual Law of Nature, 
2 Divine Unalienable Right to his whole Inheri- 
tance, which no Human Laws can alter. Nothing 
but ſuch an abſolute and unalterable Law in Na- 
ture can make a Right of Inheritance Divine and 
Indefeaſible: Becauſe all the Laws of Men are 
changeable, and the Rights founded on them alone 
= may thereby beaker k 
And yet I believe that the warmeſt Aſſerters of 
VDieine Perſonal Rights will be very ſlow in coming 
in to this Principle, which would not only affect 
our Preſent Eſtabliſhment, but make all Govern- 
ments not Hereditary, Sinful and Unrighteous : - 
4 Nay, it would alſo make it unlawful for any Fa- 
ther to diſinherit his next Heir, let his Crimes 
and Provocations be whatever they can. For the 
eſſential Laws of Nature are regular and —_ 
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14 A LET TER to 4 Clergy-man 
and reſpect all Mankind alike, private Men as well 


as Princes: And conſequently this Notion, if it 


had any Truth in it, would make the Right to 
Eſtates by Birth and Blood, as well as that to 
Crowns, to he Divine and Indsfeaſible. In ſhort, 


there needs no more to be ſaid in conſutation of this 


Principle, than to let Men ſee the Miſchiefs and 
Confuſions that it would bring, both into King. 


doms and Families; and how contrary it is to the 


common Practice and the common Senſe of all 


Mankind. And yet, by fo abſurd and extrava- 


gant a Notion, have ſome of us ſuffered ourſelves 
to be infatuated, and our Affections and Inclin+- 


tions to be fix'd; even to the utmoſt Danger of 


our Countries Ruin, on one ſingle Man, whoſe 
Birthright 1s in it ſelf Diſputable, and, to ſpeak 


modeſtly, very Uncertain. 


Having thus ſaid, I hope, enough againſt that 


ſooliſn Pretence of a Divine Right in the Preton- 


der. It is eaſy to ſnew you how Juſt, and Righte- 


ous, and Reafonable our Preſent Conſtitution is, 


to conſider, 


according to the ſtricteſt Laws of our Holy Reli- 
gion; and how very odd a thing it is to pretend 
Conſcience againſt it. To this End, we need only 

1. That the Right of Inheritance to the Crown 
of theſe Realms is only a Legal Right, and de- 
pends upon the Proviſions which the Laws have 


made: Nor has any one in the Line of Succeſſion 
any other Right, or any better Claim to it. It 
paſſes as a received Principle in this Kingdom, Lex 


facit Regem. And then, I am ſure, it muſt be a true 
one, That it is the Law which. makes the Succeth- 
: + on 
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that of Poland and the Empire. 
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repreſenting our Duty to King GEORGE. 15 
on to the Crown Hereditary. It is indeed a Wiſe 


and Beneficial Conſtitution, it prevents many Miſ- 
cChiefs that otherwiſe would attend us; but (till it 
is the Law only that makes it what it is; and 


otherwiſe our Government might be Elective, as 


2. What is thus conſtituted by the Laws, was 


* 


eertainly deſigned for the Good and Benefit of the 
Kingdom. The Good of Nations is fo apparent! 
the End and Aim of all Government, that it muſt 
neceſſarily be ſuppoſed>rhat all particular Conſti- 
tutions in the Settlement of any Government, are 


deſigned and intended to that End. And there- 


3. If the Law make the Succeſſion Hereditary 
for the Good and Happineſs of the Nation, it cer- 
tainly has a full Right and Power, upon any extra- 


2 


ordinary Caſes of imminent Danger and great Miſ- 


chief, to make any ſuch Regulations and Altera- 


77 
rd 
LA 
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N 


ions in the Succeſſion, as ſhall be judged neceſſary 
for the Safety ofthe Whole: And what is ſo done 
in ſuch extraordinary Caſes of threatning Danger, 

s not deſtroying, but only regulating the Conſti- 


tution, for the greater Security of the People. 


> And as there appears'in all this nothing that is 


contrary to the Laws of God and our Holy Reli- 
gion; I can (ee nothing in this our National Conſti- 


tution, but what is Reaſonable and Righteous, and 
it for us Religiouſly and Conſcientiouſly to ſubmit 


to, and even Zealouſly to ſupport. 
7 The Nation proceeded upon theſe Principles 

in our Preſent Settlement, and they had certainly 
+ great Reaſon ſo to do. You know very well that 
I | we 
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we had twice ſmarted under the Miſchieſs of a 
Popiſh Government, and under two Princes who 
had both promiſed Protection, and not Perſecution; 
and they had each of them been obliged, and not Pp 
1 provoked by their People. Theſe things, join'd wit 
ſad Reflexions on the Cruelties practiſed Abroad, 
| || naturally brought the Nation to this juſt Reſolu- 
. tion, That there is no Safety to a Proteſtant King- 1 
| dom, and a Proteſtant Church, under a Topiſh | 
Power. 8 
And axcordingly,; when, upon the Death of 1 
the late much- lamented Duke of Gloceſter, there F 
was no farther ExpeQation of Heirs by the late 
Gracious Queen; the Eſtates of the Realm did 
what they thought neceſſary ' and reaſonable to be 
done for their own Preſervation. They had in 
view a long Train of Popiſh Princes in So Line F 
of Succeſſion, under whom they did not think 
that their Religion and their Liberties could be | # 
ſecure: They did therefore, by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, provide and ena&, That no Papiſt 
| ſhould ever hereafter fit upon the Throne of theſe _ 
Realms, or have any Right or Title ſo to do. 
By the Authority of theſe ſeveral Acts, in which 
the late Queen heartily and zealouſly concurr'd, 
not only the Pretender, but all other Claimers, in 
Right of Blood and Lineal Succeſſion of the Romiſh © 
Religion, are excluded as well as he; and the 
Crown is fixed on the Head of the next Proteſtant : 
J Heir, and on his Heirs for ever, being Proteſtants. _ 
. And thus we have invited the King to accept the 
4 Crown, and to poſſeſs the Throne, and have pro- 
miſed and ſworn Allegiance to hün. And what 
there 
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3 there is Unrighteous or Irreligious in all this, I 


profeſs I cannot diſcern, To the Authorities of 


A theſe Laws, all the Princes concern'd, as far as I 
can underſtand, contentedly yield, and readily 


acquieſce in them and correſpond with, and treat 


the King as Rightful and Lawful King of Great- 
Britain, without any Memorials, or Remonſtrances 
of their Claim; as knowing very well the ſtrong 
Obligations and Force of every National Conſtitu- 
tion. And in truth, if the Legiſlature, which firſt 
made the Succeſſion to the CrownHereditary, has not 
a full Right and Power to determine it in all Diſpu- 
table and Uncertain Caſes, and to Regulate it in all 
Dangerous and Miſchievous ones, the Conſtitution 
s good for nothing ʒ it is a mere inſignificant Name, 
without ſufficient Power to ſecure it ſelf, and to 
preſerve the Nation from Deſtruction. But if it 


has ſuch a Power, then ſuch a Settlement is Juſt 
and Righteous, and ought Conſcienciouſly to be 
adhered to, and the Pretender has no Right at all 
neither by the Laws of God nor Man. 

I know but two Objections that this Argu- 
ment can lie open to; and they are theſe : _ 

I. Some will poſſibly ſay, this is doing Evil, that 
Good may come of it. But if the Nation has ſuch 
a Power and a Right of conſulting their own Safe- 
ty by the neceſſary Laws to that end, I can ſee 
no Evil at all in it. Pray give me leave to put a 
Caſe : Suppoſe that the next Heir to the Crown 
were Mad ; muſt the Nation be torn in pieces by 


a Madman, rather than take the next in a Lineal 


Deſcent who is of a Capacity to Govern ? Or 
would this be called Lav Evil, that Good may 
5 come 


come of it? No certainly. If then there be any. 
other ſuch- like Incapacity, as muſt needs bring 
Ruin and Deſtruction of a People, methinks it 
ſhould be of the ſame Force. The Buſineſs of a 
ſettled Government, is, to prevent ſuch inſupporta- 
ble Calamities when they are foreſeen : And when 
the Reaſon is juſt, and the Proviſion is made in a 
regular, legal way, there is no Evil in the Caſe. | 
2. Another Objection is, That this is rah 
away a Man's Right, for the ſake of his Religion. 
To which I anſwer; No, it is not for the ſake ot 
his' Religion, but for the ſake of an Incapacity to 
govern a Proteſtant People, which ſuch an ili 
| Religion puts Men under. 77 rs 
Who might have Ruled more (quietly, or have 
been more Happy, than King James II. if he 
could have been content to have enjoy'd his Reli- 
gion to himſelf, without breaking through our 
Conſtitution to conſtrain his People to be Papilſts 2 
It was that only that loſt him the Hearts of his 
Subjects. Were it a Religion that a Man could 
be of, without forcing it on others by Violence 
and Perſecution, and under which Proteſtants 
might quietly. enjoy their Liberties and Lives ; 
this Objection would then have Force. But Pope- 
ry is, as a late Biſhop juſtly ſaid of it, a Conſpiracy 
againſt the Liberties of Mankind. Not only our 
own Marian Days, and the Miſeries that we felt, 
and the Worſe that we ſo narrowly eſcaped under 
the late King James; but what has hapned 
to the Proteſtants Abroad, in France, Ireland, 
. Flanders, and Piemont, undeniable prove it tobe ſo. 
if And after fuch. long and ſad Experience, who will | 
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be fo foolzfhly eredulous to empty Promiſes, as 
not to expect that the fame Principles will alway 

roduce the fame Practices. And this is the true 

eaſon of what theſe Realms have done by the 
moſt ſolemn Sanction of our Laws ; not merely 
for the fake of Religion, but for the Security of 
a our Engliſh Government and Conſtitution. But 
ſay fome, What if he ſhould then turn Proteſtant & 
l anſwer ; Who can fo ſearch his Heart, as to know 
that he is fincere, and will continue fo? Beſides, it 
can now do him no Good: It is like Repentance 
after Death; it comes too late. He has ſold his 
Birthright, it he had any. Jacob is Bleſſed, yea, 
and he ſhall be Bleſſed. The Nation has rejccted 
and abjured the Pretender, and ſettled the Crown = 
upon King GEORGE, and the Sanction is not now 
to be reverſed. Nor muſt our Conſtitution be fo 
precarious as to change with every Wind, and turn 
backwards and forwards according to the fickle Hu- 
is mours of uncertain and deſigning Men, To pr 
7 ceed then, 25 
IV. Laftly, Another Reaſon of my Zeal for 
ts + King GEORGE and his Government, is, | have 
„ 3 {worn to ſupport and defend it. And whatever 
2- + you may think of me, I have the greateſt Cauſe to 
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'y wonder that you and every Clergy-man, and every 
Ir Chriſtian which has taken ſuch an Oath, ſhould 
5 not be as zealous for this Government'-as my ſelf. 
- Whatever you may talk of great Men of contrary 
d Sentiments, I heartily with they would approve 
J. themſelves Good as well as Great. But the per- 
), verſe Conduct which this Greatneſs and theſe Sen- 


timents have produced from {ome Men, is fuch a 
x G2 Scandal 


20 ALETTER to 4 Clergy-man, | 
Scandal and Diſhonour to our Holy Order, that 
Jam heartily grieved as often as I reflect on it. 
With all their Grandeur, they ſhould conſider, 
that there is great Iniquity in, and great Offence 

given, by what they do, in their Diſaffection to 
our National Conſtitution. If we are Doubtful in 

our Conſciences, why do we Swear 2? If we are 

Convinced, why do we Boggle, and Expoſtulate, | 

and Complain? Why are we not free, and open, 
and careful to inſtru& our People in their Duty, | 
and give Proof to the World of our great Integri- 
ty? Why do we, by our untoward and uneaſy 7 

Carriage, by our Complaints and Invectives, by | 

our pleading for an Indefeaſible Right, and by our 
ſcandalous Healths, proclaim our Diſaffection, 

after that we have ſolemnly recognized the Kings 
Title, and declared our Conſciences upon Oath? | 

Wha: Conſtruction will our Enemies of every fide ® 

make of ſuch Behaviour? Will not the Jeſuits be- 
lieve that we can diſpenſe with Oaths as well as 

they? What will the Diſſenters ſay, but that we 
regard neither God nor Man? „What will the 

Vicious and Loofe People of the Age ſay, with whom 

our Character is much too mean already, but that we 

are Hypocrites, and in reality have as little Reli- 
gion as themſelves? We complain that we are diſ- 

Ji eſteem'd, and our ſacred Order ſcorned and deſpi- 
ſed. With-ſenſual Libertines it too often will be | 

' fo. But our great Misfortune is, that our preſent | 

ill Carriage againſt the Government we have 
ſworn to, makes us cheap and deſpicable in the 
ue of ſerious and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. And 
" not our Perſons and our Order only ſuffer on this 
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Account, but our Religion alſo, while the People to 


-whom we give ſo great and juſt an Offence, learn 
thereby to diſregard whatever Good we. preach. 
If our Conſciences are indeed diſlatisfied, it were 


better for us not to ſwear to the Government at 
all. Whatever other ill Conſequences that might 
have, at leaſt we might thus appear honeft Men, 
and upon a modeſt humble Carriage find that Com- 
paſſion, which by our Perverſeneſs we now forfeit 
r „ 
Some are ſajd to evade this Charge, by crying 
out, that it is an extorted Oath, which they are 
compell d to take, and ſuch doth not bind the Con- 


ſcience. I am aſham'd, and almoſt tremble to men- 


tion this Pretence. You know the Aſſertion to be 
falſe, and to be determin'd ſo by the greateſt Men, 
Biſhop Andrews, Taylor, Sanderſon, and Grotius. 
And how ſcandalous a thing is it to teach the Peo: 
ple ſuch a fatal Error, as muſt needs make all the 
ſacred Obligations which Governors can put Sub- 


* jets under, to fit looſe about them, to loſe all their 


Force, and to be ſafely ſhaken off whenever it 
ſerves their Turn? What can be more miſchie- 
vous? What more infamous and vile? And yet 
any Oath that any Government can impoſe under 

a Penalty, may be thus maliciouſly repreſented, as 
well as our Oath of Abjuration, Tell me plain- 
ly then, Reverend Sir, whether it would not be 
much more for the Repuration and Intereſt of our 
Engliſh Clergy, who have ſworn to the Govern- 
ment, to be hearty and zealous for it, as 1 am? 
And whether, conſidering our Laws and our 
Oaths, our Intereſt and our Conſciences, it is not 
| | in- 
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inexcufably criminal in us to be otherwiſe? I am 
|! fare it has been reckon'd fo in former Reigns, and 
%%% oh 77h 
I know very well, that when preſs d cloſe b 
theſe Arguments, the common Refuge 1s, to inveig 
not againſt the King, but zhe People who are about 
him, and the violent Meaſures that they have taken. 
Why, what is their Fault? What Evil have they 
done? Or what violent Meaſures have they taken? 
If it be in conſining and impriſoning Men for Trea-' || 
ſon; that is, in other Words, in diſcovering and 
defeating Traitors: And this is Crime enough with 
thoſe who love the Traitors better than their Pro- 
ſecutors, and are vex'd that their Defigns did not 
fucceed. And to complain that the Conf{itution is 
broken by raiſing Troops, and ſuſpending the Habeas ®% 
Corpus Act for a few Months, when both were 
neceſſary, and both done by Act of Parliament, is 
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all of the ſame Piece. Who, but the Rebels, made 
theſe Troops to be raiſed ? And who, but the Con- 
ſpirators, cauſed the Act to be ſuſpended? Treaſon 
and Rebellion made both thoſe Steps unavoidable, 
and yet the Traitors Friends are they who moſt | 
complain of them. Well, but the King's Subjects 
have been diſguſted, by loſing all their Places and 
Employments. Sir, the Men who love Places more 
than their King and Country, deſerve ſuch Uſage, | 
and are never fit to be truſted with the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs. He who is for the King, 
only becauſe he gets by him, will be as ready co 
fell as to ſerve him, when he can find his Account 
in it; and it ſhews the King both wife and happy 
that he did not put himſelf into ſuch unworthy 
Hands, | Beſides, 
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- Beſides, had ſuch Diſpleaſure been more re 
fonable than it is, there is a nobler Way of Mens 
vindicating their” Honour. You know the Story 
Jof the brave Camillus, when baniſh'd by the Ro- 
nus to Ardea; he did not turn Rebel to his un- 

SZ grateful Country, and take up Arms againſt it, but 

N. gioriouſty forgot the Wrong, and with armed 
Force fell upon the Common Enemy in time of 
Public Danger. This was truly great and glorious; 
and would be fo in Britons as well as in Romans, 
had we but Virtue enough to practiſe it. But our 
h 'F puny Britiſh Heroes are of another Spirit: On eve- 
ry little Diſguſt we are ready to turn Traitors; 
ot and muſt revenge the Wrong by Rebellion, if the 

5 | King will not lay aſide the juſteſt Suſpicious, and 
AS give us an Opportunity to abuſe his Confidence in 
re us, and to be falſe to his Intereſt a ſecond time. 
is Let the Laity take the Honour of this Conduct to 
le ' themſelves, I am fure that we Clergy can never 
2- 2 reconcile it to Religion. 4 e 
In ſhort, all ſuch Murmurs are only wicked 
e, Arts to fpirit a diſcontented Party, and keep up 
ſt Diſcaffection to the King and Government. Pray, 
!s what violent Meaſures had been taken, when the 
1d Kiots and rebellious Tumults begun at Briſtol and 
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bother Places, almoſt as ſoon as the King was land- 
ed in our Country? While the Heads of a Party 
were attending his Royal Perſon in their Robes, 
their Agents in the Country were inciting the 
People to rebel. The King was ſo wiſe as to ſee 
Z thro' all this, and took his Meaſures accordingly. - 
But Iwill fay no more: It's very evident that 
„ all fuch Complaints proceed from the . 
1 | 5 


Fr »24 4 LETTER 0 4 Clergy-man, Oc. 
Peers of ſome, from the Diſappointment and Re- 
venge of others, and from the violent Prejudice 
and Diſaffection cf a third ſort of Men, who are 
either too ignorant or too furious to judge im- 
11 partially. Let not then any ſuch Inſinuations 
1 influence us, but let us bleſs God, that by the Vi- 
dAilance and Care of his Majeſty and his Miniſters, 
and by the Sueceſs of his Arms, the Rebellion that 
tthreatend Ruin to us all is pretty, well at an End. 
And now that we are like to be ſafe and eaſy, let 
bh + us be quiet and peaceable under his Government. 
| | Let us do our Duty, and let us teach our People, 
Woh who have been poiſon d in their Principles, to be 
O bedient and Loyal to the King, and conſcienci- 
oulfly to ſubmit to his Authority. Let us do this, 
not only in the pleaſing Proſpects that we have oi 
a very good and gracious Prince, and of a happy 
1} | _ Government, but alſo in Gratitude, to him for his 
Royal Goodneſs and his Care, that he may have 
1 12 and Comfort in the People that he rules over. 
Leet us do it for the Honour of England, and for 
the Glory of our dear Country, which has been fo 
3)! | happily preſervd. Let it not be ſaid, but that a 
11/8 gracious Prince can rule in Great Britain, as well 
1 | as at Hanover, in the Hearts and Affections of 


his Subjects; and Here too, as well as There, be- 
come the Darling and Delight of all his People. 
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An Addreſs to the People of England: Shewing the Unworthineſs 

of their Behaviour to King GEORGE, the Folly of the pretended 

Reaſons for the Preſent Rebellion; and the ſtrict Obligations we are 
all une er, for our own Sakes as well as the King's, to Aſſiit and Sup- 
port Him. The Second Edition. Printed ior F. Hat. 
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